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Sample Proclamation


 


WHEREAS, the State of [ name of state, city ] has a vital interest in a health literate nation; and


 


WHEREAS, health literacy has been defined as the ability to “obtain, process and understanding basic health information and services needed to make appropriate health decisions”1;and


 


WHEREAS, nearly 9 out of 10 adults have problems finding and using health information2 and the cost to our nation of poor health literacy is estimated to be between $100 and $200 billion U.S. dollars (USD) annually3; and


 


WHEREAS, health literacy affects all people’s ability to search for and use health information, adopt healthy behaviors, and act on important public health alerts; and


 


WHEREAS, improving health literacy skills require a comprehensive set of strategies, including the use of plain language techniques, culturally and linguistically appropriate communication, participatory design, field-tested materials, policy change, and advocacy; and  


�WHEREAS, community and school health education specialists are uniquely positioned to bridge the gap between the information disseminated by the healthcare and public health systems and the knowledge and skills of consumers who use them; and


 


WHEREAS, the [ name of chapter or organization ] is committed to addressing low health literacy as a public health problem and reducing the incidence of limited health literacy among Americans by bringing health education ideas and principles into the legislative and public arenas; and


 


WHEREAS, in celebration of National Health Education Week, government, schools, healthcare providers, libraries, organizations and communities are essential to support the 2011 National Health Education Week focus on advancing health literacy through the theme, “Health Literacy: Gateway to Improving the Public’s Health”;


 


NOW, THEREFORE, I [ name of governor, mayor, elected official, or health commissioner ] of the [ name of state, city ] do hereby proclaim


 


The Third Week of October, October 16-22, 2011


As


National Health Education Week


 


And urge all individuals, organizations, and communities to implement at least one strategy designed to raise awareness of  health literacy and promote organizational and institutional changes to improve health literacy during National Health Education Week.
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