SOCIETY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION
Graduate Student Research P aper Awar d
Deadline: Jul y 31st of each c dlendar year

The Society for Public Health Educationisac cepting nominations for its an nual award for gr aduate
research in health education and health promation. The purpose of thisawar disto foster quality graduate
student researc h and provide a mechanism by which to recognize outstanding gr aduate students for creative
and innovative r esearch. The reci pient of thisawar d is encouraged to submit the paper for review to
SOPHE two jo urnals, Health Education an d Behavior and Health Promoti on Practice. T he winning paper
will be recognize d as follows:

$200 cash award;

Award certificate;

Complimentar y registration at the SOPHE A nnual M eeting, November 4-6, 2010 in Denver, CC
Presentation at the SOPHE A nnual M eeting of the research upon w hich the award is based; and
Recognition of theawardi n SOPHE’s newsletter, News & View s and website.

Eligibility and Requirements

Students enrolled in a graduate degree program in health education within two years of the
submission deadlin e are eligible to compete. Students a re required to be a local or national
SOPHE member.

The research must b e submitted in the form of am anuscript suitable for publication in eit her
Health Education an d Behavior or Health Promati on Practice (publication guidelines are  included
in each journal issue) and must not ex ceed 35 pages, including references, tables, and figures.
(Note that win ners are not automat ically published. Aw ard recipients must follow the stan dard
process of submittin g their ma nuscript to the Editori al Boards of the journ als for review.) The
paper must include em pirical findin gs (submission of the conceptual framework and study design
aloneis not sufficient) and be organized using appropriate headings: Introduction, Methods,
Results, Discussion.

An abstract of no more than 150 words summarizing th e research.

A letter from the student’s m gjor faculty advisor, who must be a SOPHE memb er in good
standing, must be included to certify that the student isfollowing a course of study in health
education, that the submitted p aper represents the student’ s original work, and to attest that the
research was conducted in accordance with the Code of Ethics of the Health E ducation Profession,
Article V Responsibilit y in Research and Evaluation. Link to Code of Ethics

A Statement of Ethical Conduct of Research form signed by the student and their facult y advisor.
Link to Form

Applicants must indicate t heir willingn essto present the paper at the SOPHE Annua Meeting or
the SOPHE Mi dyear Meeting.

Review Crite ria

Papers will be re viewed by the SOPHE Awards Committee for their scientific rigor a nd contribution to
health education researc h and practice. Specific criteria include:

Problem: Importance of th e research question
Ideas: Theoretical bas e and conceptual contribution



Approach: Adequacy and sensitivity of resear ch design and methods, and adherenceto ethical
standar dsincludin g demonstration of Institutional Rev iew Board ap proval

Findings: Contribution to existing knowledg e

Presenta tion of data : Clear presentation of quantitative or qualitative data linked to the research
objectives an d research problem

Organization: Logical organiz ation of the manuscript

Contribution to headth education research

Contribution to health education practice

Send a copy of the nominated paper and abstract without author identification, plus aletter of certification
from the faculty advisor, and asigned Statement of Ethical Conduct of Researc h form to:

Society for Public Health Education
Awards Committee

10 G Street NE Suite 60 5
Washington, DC 20002

**M aterials for nomination are duei nthe SOPHE National Officeb y July 31st of each cale ndar year**



SOCIETY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION
Graduate Student Research P aper Awar d

Statement of E thical Conduct of Research

“Health Educators contribute to the health of the population and to the profession through researc h and
evaluation activities. When planning and conducting res earch or evaluation, health educators do soin
accordance with federal and state laws and regulations, organizational a nd i nstituti onal policies, and
professional standar ds.” [Code of Ethics for the Health E ducation Profession, Article V]

In nominating the enclosed manuscript for the SOPHE Graduate Student Research Paper Award, | am
declaring that the research described within it was conducted and is bei ng presented in the ethical manner
expected of aH ealth Educator. B y signing this stat ement, | attest that:

no intentional harm to indi viduals, groups, societ y, or the environment w as caused by thisresearch
and any unintentional har m that may have been caused w as dutifully re ported,;

informed consent was obtained from all particip ants and their participationin this research was
voluntary ;

the privacy, rights, and dignity of all resear ch participants were r espected throughout the course of
thisresearch;

al information obtained from participa ntswastreated confidentiall y unless otherwise required by
law;

this manuscript re presents my original work an d contributions b y others have been credited
appropriatel y; and

this manuscript is a n objective, accurate, and timel y report of the results of thisresearc h.

Student’s Nam e (Please print) Date

Student’s Signature Date

Faculty Advisor’'s Sign ature Date
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