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Medicaid Toolkit Rollout 

• Role of health 
education 
specialists 

• Use as one-pager 
with decision 
makers  

 



Medicaid Toolkit Rollout 

• Return on 
investment 
examples 

• Education handout 
for partners and 
decision makers 



Medicaid Toolkit Rollout 

• Explains the new 
CMS rule 

• Opportunity for 
health education 
specialists 

• Includes definition 
of prevention 
services 



Federal CMS ruling 

• January 1, 2014 

• Changed the definition of preventive services 
– Former: Provided by physician or licensed practitioner 

– New: Recommended by a physician or licensed 
practitioner 

• Services may be provided by practitioners 
other than physicians or licensed practitioners 

 



Prevention Services Defined 

• (1) Prevent disease, disability, and other 
health conditions or their progression; 

• (2) Prolong life; and 

• (3) Promote physical                                          
and mental health                                                         
and efficiency 

 



Medicaid Toolkit Rollout 

• Overview of 
government for 
SOPHE members and 
partners 

• Steps for moving 
process forward 

• Tips for arranging 
meetings with 
Medicaid leadership 



State level 

• Each state must amend the state health plan 
to adopt the new rule 

– Define the new practitioners 

• Required education, training, experience,                 
credentialing or registration 

– Identify types of services 

– Rate of reimbursement 

– Referral mechanism 

 



Potential Providers 

• Health educators 

• Certified asthma educators 

• Certified diabetes educators 

• Community health workers 

• Dieticians 

• Others 

 



Potential Services 

• Self management education 

• Home visits 

• Prevention screening 

• Others 



Utilize CMS 

• Encourage state Medicaid office to connect 
with CMS 

• CMS will assist states in the state health plan 
amendment process 



Medicaid Toolkit Rollout 

• Call to action 

– Learn 

– Collaborate 

– Partner 

– Share  

– Communicate 

• Opportunities 

• Barriers 



Wisconsin Example 

• Barrier: Many groups working independently 
for the same goal 

– Wisconsin Asthma Coalition 

• Certified asthma educators 

• Community health workers 

– Local health departments 

– Health educators 

– Certified diabetes educators 

– Others 



Wisconsin Example 

• Solution: Wisconsin Public Health Association 
(WPHA) and Wisconsin Association of Local 
Health Departments and Boards (WALHDAB) 

– Mid-term legislative priority: Reimbursement of 
prevention services under CMS rule 

– Serve as umbrella organization to create a unified 
voice 

– Led by the Joint WPHA-WALHDAB Public Affairs 
Committee 

 



Wisconsin Example 

• Met with leaders to share opportunity 

– Chronic disease prevention program 

– Governor’s Wisconsin Council on Rural Health 

– Governor’s Wisconsin Public Health Council  

– Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC) 

– Wisconsin Association of School Nurses 

– Wisconsin State Innovation Models (SIM) and State 
Health Innovation Plan (SHIP) 

– Others 



Wisconsin Example 

• Partners 

– Asthma educators 

– Community health workers 

– Diabetes educators 

– Dieticians/nutritionists  

– Environmental health 

– Health educators 

– Healthy homes 

– Many more 



Wisconsin Example 

• Currently: 

– Defining services 

– Identifying cross-cutting services 

• Next steps: 

– Expand to additional partners 

• Other professional groups 

• Medicaid, HMOs, ACOs 

– Build the business case 

– Work with payers to implement 


