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2024 SOPHE Annual Conference Preliminary Program 
Gateway to Health Equity: Global Solutions to Strengthen  

Health Education and Promotion Capacity 
 

Populations across the globe are experiencing rapid changes due to the economic, digital, cultural, 
and environmental forces affecting their lives and communities. This conference will address ways 
that public health education professionals can strengthen their outreach to marginalized and 
vulnerable populations; address the growing crisis of behavioral and mental health; advance 
professional preparation and training to work in global health settings; and utilize technological and 
health communication tools for collective well-being.  

All times are tentative; Stay tuned for the detailed program coming later in January 2024.  
 

Monday, March 18, 2024 

8:30 a.m. – 5 
p.m. 

Eta Sigma Gamma Meetings 

10 a.m. –  
5:30 p.m. 

SOPHE Board of Trustee Meeting 

2 – 6 p.m.  Exhibit Hall Set Up 

1 – 6 p.m. Pre-conference Workshops – TBA (ticketed events) 

5:30 –  
7 p.m. 

SOPHE House of Delegates Meeting 

TBA Student Case Study Competition – In person 
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Tuesday, March 19, 2024 

7  – 11 a.m. Exhibitor Set-Up 

7:45 –  
8:45 a.m. 

SOPHE New Member and First Timer Breakfast 

9 – 11 a.m. 

Opening Remarks 
Plenary I: SOPHE Presidential Address: From Cultural Competence to Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion: Implications for Public Health Education 
Raffy R. Luquis, PhD, MCHES®, 2023-2024 President and Professor of  
Biobehavioral Health, Interim Director, School of Behavioral Sciences  
and Education, Penn State Harrisburg 
 
Plenary II: Keynote Address & SOPHE 2024 Honorary Fellow Presentation 
Ross C. Brownson, PhD, Steven H. and Susan U. Lipstein Distinguished Professor  
and Director, CDC Prevention Research Center, Brown School at Washington 
University in St. Louis 

11 a.m. –  
4 p.m. 

Concurrent Sessions, Posters, Lunch on your own, Exhibits  

TBA Student Case Study Competition - Online 

4 –  
5:30 p.m. 

Plenary Session III – New Partnerships with Financial Investors:  
Advancing Health Equity and Social Determinants of Health  
Orvin Kimbrough, Chairman, Midwest BankCentre 
Dwayne Proctor, PhD, President and Chief Executive Officer, Missouri Foundation  
for Health 

5:30 –  
7:30 p.m. 

Opening Gala Social & Exhibit Showcase 
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Wednesday, March 20, 2024 
7:15 –  
8:15 a.m. 

SOPHE Past Presidents’ Breakfast 

7:15 –  
8:15 a.m. 

NCHEC Breakfast (CHES, MCHES Invitation only) 

8:30 –  
10 a.m. 

Concurrent Sessions, Posters 

9 a.m. –  
4 p.m. 

Exhibits Open 

10 –  
11:15 a.m. 

Plenary IV - Elizabeth Fries Health Education Award Presentation & Lecture  
Ninez A. Ponce, PhD, MPP, Professor and Endowed Chair, University of California at Los Angeles 
Fielding School of Public Health 

11:15 –  
1 p.m. 

Posters, Exhibits, Lunch on your own 

12 –  
1 p.m.  

SOPHE All Member Business Meeting (All Welcome) 

1:15 –  
3:45 p.m. 

Concurrent Sessions, Posters, Exhibits 

3:45 –  
5:15 p.m. 

Plenary V – Health Education Specialists:  
Ensuring Your Relevance in a Global Society 
Speakers TBA 

4 – 7 p.m. Exhibit Dismantle 

5:30 – 6 p.m. SOPHE Donor Reception (By Invitation) 

6 – 7 p.m. SOPHE Awards Ceremony  

7 – 8 p.m. SOPHE Awards Reception 
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Thursday, March 21, 2024 

7 – 11 a.m. Early Risers, Concurrent Sessions, Posters 

11 a.m. –  
12:30 p.m.   

Plenary VI - Artificial Intelligence & Public Health: Hysteria, Hype or Hope?   

Stacey Fisher, PhD, Post-Doctorate, Dalla Lana School of Public Health (invited) 
Joseph Smyser, PhD, Chief Executive Officer, Public Good Projects 

1:30 – 4 p.m. Post-Conference Workshop – TBA (Ticketed Event) 


