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Speaking Truth to Power: 
Tactical Advocacy to Ensure 
the Future of Public Health



Public Health Professionals are Heroes









• COLUMBUS, Ohio 
(WSYX/WTTE) — In a 
statement to South Carolina's 
"The State" newspaper, Dr. Joan 
Duwve said Friday that 
harassment of Ohio's former 
health director kept her from 
pursuing an opportunity to 
become the state's next director 
of public health.
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The true extent of the impact that incorrect information has on 
our decision making is not well known but a study conducted 
by the National Bureau of Economic Research found that the 

continuing coverage and rapid spread of information by Twitter 
bots alone may have contributed to about 3.23% of the vote to 

be for Donald Trump (Smialek, 2018).

More than 2.4 billion people use social media (about one third 
of the world’s population), with roughly 330 million people 

using Twitter as of 2019 (Ortiz-Ospina, 2019).



“Our government rests in public opinion. Whoever can change 
public opinion, can change the government, practically just so 
much. Public opinion, on any subject, always has a ‘central 
idea,’ from which all its minor thoughts radiate.”

-Abraham Lincoln



Public Health & 
Health Policy is 
Needed Now, More 
Than Ever........

East Palestine Ohio mayor raises 
concern about air quality after 
derailment, chemical leak
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Women's 
Reproductive 
Rights











The future is uncertain for trans 
kids' medical care

• Florida is one of a growing number of 
states to prohibit gender-affirming care for 
transgender minors. It is the only state to 
do so not through legislative action, but 
through a vote of its medical boards.

• With the encouragement of Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, the state's Board of 
Medicine and Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine both passed rules that will ban 
gender-affirming care such as 
puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones, 
as well as surgical procedures, for new 
patients under age 18.

• Dozens of leading U.S. medical groups, 
including the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the American Medical 
Association and the Endocrine Society, 
endorse gender-affirming care as time-
tested, effective, medically necessary, and 
potentially life-saving.



Current 
COVID-19 
Related 
Legislation

Several bills in MS would require state health officer's orders 
to be approved by the governor.

Legislation in Iowa could prohibit health officials from doing 
contact tracing.

Proposed legislation in Wyoming would prohibit the use of 
CDC & WHO requirements, mandates and recommendations.

Idaho introduced a bill to criminalize the administration of 
mRNA vaccines

Several states have introduced legislation that takes away 
the power of health officials to set school-based 
immunizations and gives it to the legislature.





How Do We Combat 
These Political and 

Health Policy 
Challenges?????



It's time for 
Tactical 
Advocacy.......



Recognition 
of Why 
Information 
Pollution is 
Happening.

The Rise of 
Social 
Media

Villification 
of Others 
Creates 
Power

Elimination 
of Power 
Centers

Source: Cheatham, Hancher-Rauch, Brookins Fisher, Blavos, & 
Thompson, (2022) HPP.



Source: Cheatham, Hancher-Rauch, Brookins Fisher, Blavos, & Thompson, (2022) HPP.



Our Advocacy Tactics Must Evolve......

• Public Health continues to grapple with Information 
Pollution that can inhibit our capacity to promote and 
protect Population Health.

• Public Health Advocacy must be proactive 
not reactive...this includes our approaches involving social 
media and use of lobbyists and introducing public health 
policies.

• We have strength in numbers.......

• Local and state politics are where some of our biggest wins 
can occur.

• University faculty have the chance to spark the passion for 
change and advocacy engagement.



Who is Doing 
This Work?

There has been an outpouring of advocacy 
since the pandemic.

• Healthy Democracy Healthy People

• Public Health Awakened

• Marked by COVID

• Act for Public Health

Groups like these coordinate their work with 
public health professional associations and 
funding organizations



Closing Thought..........

• "For us to make progress, it is going to 
take us engaging as we have not done in 
recent history. For exhausted public 
health workers, and people in similarly 
disrupted professions like education and 
clinical nursing, this type of engagement 
may seem overwhelming, but the stakes 
are too high to fail to engage in this 
work. . .lives can and will be lost due to 
inaction".

• Source: Cheatham, Hancher-Rauch, Brookins 
Fisher, Blavos, & Thompson, (2022) HPP.​
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