
   
 

   
 

 
SOPHE FOCUS AREA: MEN'S HEALTH 

Understanding the Problem: 

Men in the United States face a significant public health crisis, dying approximately five years 
earlier than women on average and experiencing disproportionately high mortality from the three 
leading causes of death: heart disease, cancer, and unintentional injuries. Despite these alarming 
disparities, men remain less likely to seek preventive care or engage in health-promoting 
behaviors, which compounds the gap in health outcomes between the sexes. Physical inactivity 
is a major contributing factor, as sedentary lifestyles increase the risk of cardiovascular disease, 
Type 2 Diabetes, and certain cancers. Addressing men's health requires targeted public health 
education efforts that meet men where they are and encourage sustainable lifestyle changes.  

Looking into the Literature: 

Research consistently demonstrates that regular physical activity is one of the most effective 
interventions for improving men's health outcomes. The CDC and leading health organizations 
recommend that adults engage in at least 150 minutes (2.5 hours) of moderate-intensity physical 
activity per week to reduce risks of cardiovascular disease, Type 2 Diabetes, metabolic 
syndrome, and colon cancer. Studies also indicate that even low-impact, accessible forms of 
exercise, such as walking, can yield significant health benefits, with a daily target of 
approximately 10,000 steps linked to improved cardiovascular health and mental well-being. 
Researchers have also identified an important caution: the risk of cardiac events during exercise 
increases sharply when sedentary individuals suddenly engage in vigorous physical activity, 
underscoring the need for gradual, guided increases in activity levels. 

From SOPHE’S Journals: Effects of Different Exercise Training Programs on Cardiorespiratory 
Fitness in Overweight/Obese Adults With Hypertension: A Pilot Study 

Summary of SOPHE’s Recommendations 
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SOPHE recommends a multi-pronged approach to improving men's health that centers on 
accessible physical activity, preventive care, and community-based health education. Men 
should be encouraged to incorporate at least 2.5 hours of moderate physical activity per week, 
beginning with low-barrier options such as walking and gradually increasing to more strenuous 
activities. SOPHE also suggests a dedicated opportunity to engage men and families in 
conversations about lifelong wellness with health care and other wellness providers.  Further 
research is needed to identify culturally responsive, gender-tailored interventions that effectively 
reach men across diverse communities and address the root causes of persistent health 
disparities. 

Key Takeaways  

• Men in the U.S. die an average of five years earlier than women, with heart disease, 
cancer, and unintentional injuries as leading contributors to this gap. 

• Physical inactivity is a primary modifiable risk factor for the most common conditions 
affecting men's health and longevity. 

• Even modest, consistent increases in daily movement, such as targeting 10,000 steps per 
day, can significantly improve cardiovascular and mental health outcomes.  

• Gradual, sustained behavior change is the recommended approach; sudden increases in 
vigorous physical activity carry elevated cardiac risk, particularly for previously sedentary 
men.  

• June is Men's Health Month, a key opportunity for public health advocates, educators, and 
families to engage in health promotion efforts targeting men and boys. 

• SOPHE calls on health educators to advance gender-responsive programming and 
support further research into the systemic and behavioral drivers of men's health 
disparities 
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